
 

Information   for   Incumbents,   Churchwardens   and   PCC   members   of  
Church   of   England   Parishes   

Free   UK   Genealogy   is   a   registered   charity   (number   1167484).   We   are   commi�ed   to   suppor�ng   the  
transcrip�on   of   public   records   and   making   these   available   as   free   access   public   databases.   Our  
current   projects   include   FreeBMD,   FreeCEN   and   FreeREG   –   transcribing   General   Register   Office   (GRO)  
indexes   of   Births,   Marriages   and   Deaths   for   England   and   Wales,   censuses   and   parish   records   and  
similar   sources   respec�vely.   
Each   of   the   projects   is   a   significant   undertaking   and   overall   since   the   beginning   more   than   ten  
thousand   volunteers   have   contributed   over   350,000,000   records.   This   achievement   allows   over  
40,000   people   each   day   to   search   the   databases   helping   them   in   their   family   history   research.   More  
recently   the   organisa�on   has   begun   to   inves�gate   how   these   databases   can   be   made   available   under  
Open   Data   licences   to   provide   addi�onal   benefit   to   researchers   and   the   public.   

Frequently   Asked   Questions  
Can   we   have   copies   of   the   scanned   images   or   photographs   for   use   on   our   website   /  
newsletter   /   for   people   to   look   at   in   our   Church?  

Yes   –   we   are   happy   to   provide   you   with   digital   copies   for   any   use.   Our   users   like   to   see   a   photograph  
of   the   original    to   verify   our   work,   and   we   are   pleased   if   we   can   show   them   this,   either   on   your  
website,   the   Record   Office’s   website,   or   our   own.   But   if   you   prefer   that   the   image   of   the   original   is  
kept   by   us   confiden�ally,   and   used   only   to   make   the   index   and   to   check   any   suggested   correc�ons,  
we   will   do   that.  

Can   we   have   copies   of   the   transcrip�ons?  
Yes   –   we   are   very   happy   to   do   this.   We   will   try   to   do   this   in   a   format   or   formats   which   will   mean   you  
can   most   easily   use   them   for   the   purpose(s)   you   want   them   for.  

How   else   might   we   work   together?  
If   you   are   planning   a   parish   project   involving   heritage,   please   do   get   in   touch   to   see   as   transcribing  
the   registers   could   be   part   of   the   project.   We   will   provide   either   FreeREG   volunteers,   or   train   local  
volunteers   and   provide   them   with   the   so�ware   needed.   Our   work   with   Frome   St.   John  
( h�p://www.sjfrome.co.uk/ )   is   an   example   of   this   kind   of   partnership   working   with   a   church.  

From   finding   an   individual   record,   users   of   our   website   are   able   to   trace   the   source   back   to   your  
parish.   We   are   s�ll   developing   our   website,   and   we   intend   there   to   be   places   in   our   record   for   each  
church   which   you   can   use   to   provide   our   users   with   your   contact   and   other   informa�on   of   interest   to  
family   historians.  

Will   you   keep   personal   informa�on   concerning   living   people   private?  
We   believe   that   material   in   parish   registers   is   already   available   to   the   public,   without   restric�on,  
other   than   the   �me   taken   to   travel   to   view   them,   or   payment   of   a   fee   to   someone   else   to   do   this  
work.   Therefore   as   a   default,   our   transcrip�ons   of   these   records   are   served   as   the   result   of   a   search,  
and   shared   as   Open   Data.   However,   we   follow   the   wishes   of   the   custodians   of   records   who   wish   us   to  
place   restric�ons   on   records   of   bap�sm   and/or   marriage,   to   protect   the   privacy   of   the   subjects   of  

Free   UK   Genealogy   is   a   Charitable   Incorporated   Organisation   
(registered   in   England   and   Wales,   Number   1167484)   

http://www.sjfrome.co.uk/


these   records.   Please   let   us   know   in   wri�ng   (e.g.   by   email)   if   this   is   the   case,   and   we   will   ensure   that  
the   records   are   neither   found   by   our   searches,   nor   shared   as   Open   Data,   un�l   a   �me   limit   set   by  
yourselves.  

I   am   not   familiar   with   ‘Open   Data’   –   can   you   explain   that?  
Open   Data   is   informa�on   which   can   be   redistributed,   reused,   modified   and   remixed   by   members   of  
the   public   without   viola�ng   intellectual   property   law.   You   may   be   aware   of   ‘crea�ve   commons’  
licences,   which   are   one   type   of   open   data   licencing.   The   licence   we   use   is   Open   Data   using   Open  
Database   Licence   1.0.   There   is   a   descrip�on   here:  
h�p://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/summary/   

Sharing   our   transcrip�ons   is   core   to   achieving   our   mission   to   make   data   that   was   collected   and  
created   at   great   expense,   through   the   will   of   the   Crown   and   Parliament   free   to   use   by   everyone,  
everywhere.   
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